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means agreeable to Drake, whose predominant sentiments
were notions of piety, and, therefore, not to make that
criminal in himself by his concurrence, which, perhaps, ig-
norance might make guiltless in them, he ordered his
whole company to fall upon their knees, and, with their
eyes lifted up to heaven, that the savages might observe
that their worship was addressed to a being residing there,
they all joined in praying that this harmless and deluded
people might be brought to the knowledge of the true rer
ligion, and the doctrines of our blessed Saviour; after which
they sung psalms, a performance so pleasing to their wild
audience, that, in all their visits, they generally first accosted
them with a request that they would sing. They then re-
turned all the presents which they had received, and re*
tired.

Three days after this, on June 25, 1579, our general
received two ambassadours from the hioh, or king of the
country, who, intending to visit the camp, required that
some token might be sent him of friendship and peace;
this request was readily complied with, and soon after
came the king, attended by a guard of about a hundred
tall men, and preceded by an officer of state, who carried a
sceptre made of black wood, adorned with chains of a kind
of bone or horn, which are marks of the highest honour
among them, and having two crowns, made as before, with
feathers fastened to it, with a bag of the same herb, which
was presented to Drake at his first arrival.

Behind him was the king himself, dressed in a coat of
cony-skins, with a caul, woven with feathers, upon his
head, an ornament so much in estimation th$re, that none
but the domesticks of the king are allowed to wear it; his
attendants followed him, adorned nearly in the same man-
ner; and after them came the common people, with bas-
kets plaited so artificially that they held water, in which,
by way of sacrifice, they brought roots and fish.

Drake, not lulled into security, ranged his men in order
of battle, and waited their approach, who, coming nearer,
stood still, while the sceptre-bearer made an oration, at the